PHONEMIC AWARENESS SKILLS
WORDS IN A SENTENCE

Teacher says a short sentence

Students repeat and clap for each word

Teacher says a short sentence


Students repeat and raise a finger for each word

SYLLABLE BLENDING

Teacher says a word in two parts (“air” / “plane”)

Students repeat the word parts (“air” / “plane”) then tell the word (“airplane”)

SYLLABLE SEGMENTATION

Teacher says a word that can be broken into two parts (“surprise”)

Students repeat the word (“surprise”) then tell the two parts (“sur” / “prise”)

SYLLABLE DELETION

Teacher says a word that can be broken into two parts (“number”)

Students repeat the word (“number”)

Teacher asks for the word without one of its parts (“what would it say without the /ber/?”)

Students tell what is left (“num”)

RHYMING

Teacher says two words (“tan” “van”)

Students put up both hands if the words rhyme; keep hands down if the words do not rhyme


Teacher says two words (“win” “pin”)
Students put up both thumbs if the words rhyme; give both thumbs down if they do not



Teacher says two words (“need” “reed”)

Students repeat the two words then say another word of their own that rhymes with the first two (“need” “reed” feed”)
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Teacher shows a picture and asks what the picture shows

Students tell what the picture shows

Teacher repeats the word and asks for another word that rhymes
Teacher says a sentence that 
contains two rhyming words 
(“Can a goat row a boat?”) and 
asks for which words 
rhyme

Students tell the rhyming words (“goat” “boat”) and tell another (“coat”)

ALLITERATION

Teacher says three words (“lazy” “little” “lizards”)

Students put up both hands if all three words begin with the same sound; keep hands down if they do not

Teacher says three words (“huge” “hot” “hippos”)

Students put both thumbs up if all three words begin with the same sound; give thumbs down if they do not

Teacher says a sentence (“Betty buys boxes.”)

Students give both thumbs up if all words in the sentence begin with the same sound; give thumbs down if they do not

ONSET/RIME BLENDING

Teacher says a word in two parts (/p/ /-in/)

Students repeat the parts (/p/ /-in/) then put the parts together to say the whole word (“pin”)
PHONEME ISOLATION: INITIAL
(paper or board with three boxes drawn horizontally)

Teacher says a word (“fun”)

Students repeat the word (“fun”) and point to the box that shows the beginning sound (the left box); then say the sound at the beginning of the word (/f/)

Teacher says a word (“cone”)

Students repeat the word (“cone”) and say the sound at the beginning of the word (/k/)


Teacher shows a picture and asks what it shows


Students answer


Teacher repeats the word and asks what sound is at the beginning


Students tell the beginning sound

PHONEME ISOLATION: FINAL

(paper or board with three boxes drawn horizontally)

Teacher says a word (“rag”)

Students repeat the word (“rag”) and point to the box that shows the end sound (the right box); then say the sound at the end of the word (/g/)

Teacher says a word (“van”)

Students repeat the word (“van”) and say the sound at the end of the word (/n/)


Teacher shows a picture and asks what it shows


Students answer


Teacher repeats the word and asks what sound is at the end


Students tell the end sound

PHONEME ISOLATION: MEDIAL

(paper or board with three boxes drawn horizontally)

Teacher says a word (“cap”)

Students repeat the word (“cap”) and point to the box that shows the middle sound (the middle box); then say the sound in the middle of the word (/a/)

Teacher says a word (“tack”)

Students repeat the word (“tack”) and say the sound in the middle of the word (/a/)


Teacher shows a picture and asks what it shows


Students answer


Teacher repeats the word and asks what sound is in the middle


Students tell the middle sound

PHONEME IDENTITY: INITIAL
(paper or board with three boxes drawn horizontally)

Teacher says three words (“jet” “judge” “join”)

Students point to the box that shows the position that has the same sound in each word (the left box); then say the sound (/j/)

Teacher says three words (“mouse” “meat” “main”)

Students repeat all three words; then tell the sound at the beginning (/m/)

PHONEME CATEGORIZATION: INITIAL

Teacher says three words (“pin” “put” “wax”)

Students repeat the words and tell which word had a different beginning sound (“wax”)

PHONEME IDENTITY: FINAL

(paper or board with three boxes drawn horizontally)

Teacher says three words (“feet” “bat” “kite”)

Students point to the box that shows the position that has the same sound in each word (the right box); then say the sound (/t/)

Teacher says three words (“jeep” “ripe” “shape”)

Students repeat all three words; then tell the sound at the end (/p/)

PHONEME CATEGORIZATION: FINAL

Teacher says three words (“late” “ship” “tight”)

Students repeat the words and tell which word had a different end sound (“ship”)

PHONEME IDENTITY: MEDIAL

(paper or board with three boxes drawn horizontally)

Teacher says three words (“pad” “can” “bag”)

Students point to the box that shows the position that has the same sound in each word (the middle box); then say the sound (/a/)

Teacher says three words (“leaf” “deep” “seem”)

Students repeat all three words; then tell the sound in the middle (long /e/)

PHONEME CATEGORIZATION: MEDIAL

Teacher says three words (“peace” “dad” “sheep”)

Students repeat the words and tell which word had a different middle sound (“dad”)

PHONEME BLENDING

Teacher says individual phonemes of a word (“/j/” “/e/” “/t/”)
Students tell the word (“jet”)

PHONEME SEGMENTATION

Teacher says a word (“fun”)

Students hold up a fist; repeat the word, putting up a finger for each sound in the word and saying each (“/f/” “/u/” “/n/”)

Teacher says a word (“hut”)

Students say each sound in the word (“/h/” “/u/” “/t/”)


Teacher shows a picture


Students tell what it is


Teacher repeats the word and asks for each sound in the word


Students tell each sound in the word

PHONEME DELETION

Teacher says a word (“stall”)

Students repeat the word (“stall”) then tell what word it is without the beginning sound (“tall”)


Teacher says a word (“frog”)


Students repeat (“frog”)


Teacher ask for the word with a missing sound (“without the /r/”)


Students tell the word (“fog”)



Teacher says a word (“rain”)



Students repeat the word (“rain”) then say it without the end sound (“ray”)

PHONEME SUBSTITUTION

Teacher says a word (“wig”)

Students repeat the word (“wig”)

Teacher requests a sound change (“change the /w/ to /b/”)

Students say the new word (“big”)


Teacher says a word (“by”)


Students repeat the word (“by”)

Teacher requests a change (“change the vowel sound to ___” - fit in whatever sound will make a new word)



Students say the new word (“bay”)

PHONEME ADDITION

Teacher says a word (“all”)

Students repeat the word (“all”)

Teacher requests an addition (“add the sound ___ at the beginning of the word”)

Students say the new word (“tall”)


Teacher says a word (“play”)


Students repeat (“play”)


Teacher requests an addition (“add the sound ___ at the end of the word”)


Students say the new word (“plane”)

